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The Summer Term is here and it is an important time for our 
Year 11 students who are sitting their GCSE exams. Year 10  
students are also sitting English Literature GCSE. A Year 11  
Celebration Assembly and BBQ has been planned for Friday 
24th June for staff and students to celebrate their success and say  
goodbye. Parents/carers will also be invited to attend.  
On Thursday 26th May 2022 the whole school came together to celebrate the Queen's Platinum Jubilee 
at Briar Patch . We had sandwiches, cakes and soft drinks for an afternoon tea with garden games like 
croquet, Jenga, charades and giant dominoes. Photos of the afternoon will be seen further on in the 
newsletter and the website. 
We hope all students and parents/carers enjoy a restful half term break and come back refreshed on 
Monday June 6th for more hard work and school experiences that will support students' pathways to 
becoming a young adult.  on the website and in the next Newsletter. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support 
Mrs Hughes  

A Message From The Head 

VOLUNTEERING ABROAD 

 
KS4 students had an interesting presentation for PSHE from a visiting speaker talking about her  

experiences of working abroad.  

Rosie, who now works for the Settle housing association, shared an engaging story of her  

working visits abroad through a volunteering agency. She explained how she was able to secure the 

placements without needing lots of money to do so and that her first trip was the year after leaving 

school.  

She shared photos of her three separate experiences in Nepal, Peru and France with stories of the 

teaching she was involved in and how different life was living in very contrasting communities. There 

are a number of agencies that offer experiences of working abroad as a volunteer that Rosie  

encouraged students to investigate when they leave school. 



RESTAURANT VISITS 

 

One of the experiences that students at NHESC 

have on their ‘Cultural Passport’ list is to eat out 

at a restaurant; during the past half term some 

of the students have had the opportunity to do 

exactly this. 

The KS3 students at Briar Patch enjoyed a longer 

trip with their visit to Nandos in Stevenage  

following on from a PE trip to play footgolf at 

Stockwood Park in Luton, and the Year 11  

students at Bancroft visited Prezzo in Stevenage. 

As part of the experience the students were 

asked to choose their food from the menu and 

then place the order themselves with the  

restaurant staff. All the students were able to do 

this, they all enjoyed the experience and the  

visits were very successful overall.  

The Year 10 students will have the opportunity 

to eat out at a restaurant next half term. 

PSHE- SERVICES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE WORKSHOPS 
 
Over the course of this half term in PSHE visitors from Hertfordshire’s services for young people have 
delivered workshops to our students on relationships and online safety. Within these  
sessions, students were able to discuss age ratings of different social media platforms and why  
having these age ranges are important. Students also learned what their digital rights are and what 
will happen if you are to share images online. This is crucial for young people to understand as many 
of the students were unaware of the illegal implications of sharing explicit images online.  
 
 



HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE STUDENTS  

VISIT KS3 
 

Finley KS4, organised a game of Quick Cricket for 

our Key Stage 3 students and staff as part of his 

course ‘Planning Activities for Individuals and 

Groups in a Variety of Settings’. Ellie, Kaiden and 

Kenny all participated in batting and fielding  

successfully using a score sheet that Finley had 

planned.  They got really good at smashing the 

ball over the net! 

Finley had a questionnaire for the students to  

complete as part of his assessment, to see how 

much they enjoyed themselves and if they would 

like to play again . They all said that the  

session was too short (at over an hour!) they 

would love to do it again and have learnt a new 

skill.  

 

SCIENCE 
 

In science this half term, KS3 & KS4 have taken part in some fantastic  

experiments in their science lessons. In year 10 we have been learning 

about the digestive system. The students were able to create the digestive 

system using tights, crackers, bananas and orange juice. In addition to 

testing what food have starch in with iodine.  

In KS3, we have been learning about forces. This has included the students 

participating in a variety of different experiments. Firstly, by looking at 

home much friction is produced on different surfaces with weights and 

Newton metres. Additionally, by investigating tension by seeing how much 

weight could be held on an elastic band.  
 



IT'S OK NOT TO BE OKAY   

 

Mental health. 

Let's get the meaning straight. 

Although you may feel sad and alone  

At times. I can assure you that you're not alone. 

 

IT'S OK NOT TO BE OKAY  

 

Your emotions. 

It's just something we feel. 

When you’re sad you may shed a tear  

When your anxious you may tremble in fear  

But it's all human nature  

 

IT'S OK NOT TO BE OKAY  

 

When you're angry you may wanna  

Punch someone in the face  

When you are happy  

Smiling might be the case. 

I guess that's the way of life. 

 

IT'S OK NOT TO BE OKAY  

 

It's not always easy  

to find someone who cares. 

Or someone you trust  

that treats you as they must. 

Opening up to people can be tricky 

And may make you feel sicky  

But just remember … 

 

IT'S OK NOT TO BE OKAY  

 

By Ella  

Year 10 

ENGLISH - EMPOWERED COMPETITION 

Below is a moving entry for the Young Writers 
EMPOWERED Poetry Competition by Ella, Yr 10.  

RESTART @ KS3 
 

Restart is an afternoon programme delivered at 
NHESC as a stepping-stone for students back into 
the main learning programme.  The curriculum 
offered is broad and well sequenced, in line with 
the learning on the main programme. It also links 
with the curriculum that is offered by NHESC local 
feeder secondary schools. Our Restart  
Programme gives students the opportunity to 
work one to one with staff who can support and 
focus on each student’s specific need. Once ready, 
the student will be reintegrated back into the 
main programme of study. 

LGBTQ+ WORKSHOP 
 

We had a speaker called Caz visit Bancroft this 

term to speak with our year 10 and 11  

students about positivity and awareness 

around LGBTQ+ rights. The students were  

really engaged and asked lots of questions 

about what it was like before laws changed to 

protect people in the LGBT community, and 

discussed that it was only in 1990 that the 

WHO (World Health Organisation) removed 

homosexuality from the Mental Illness list.  

 



KS3 CELEBRATIONS SUMMER FIRST HALF TERM 

In the Summer First Half term, we have 
seen the following students  
receive certificates: 

 

 Ellie-May— Social Development, Horse Riding, 
RE, Princes Trust 

 Kenny— Food Technology, Maths, PSHE 

 Tyler— Maths,  Science, Outdoor Education 

 Kaiden – Arts Award, English, Geography,  
Outdoor Education 

 Harvey— History 

 Dean— Maths, English 

 Kian— Science 

 

Summer 1st Half 
Term KS3 Raffle 
Ticket Winner :  

 
Kaiden 

KS3 ARTIST STUDY 

KS3 students Kaiden, Robert and Logan all applied themselves to their artist study of William  

Morris as part of their Arts Award course work.  Students were able to colour prints of Morris’ art 

work or design their own interpretations. 
 



The Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations 

1930—The young princess was pictured 
here arriving at Olympia for the Royal  
Tournament. 

1926—Elizabeth was born on 21 April 1926 
in London, the first child of Albert, Duke of 
York, and his wife, formerly Lady Elizabeth 
Bowes-Lyon.  

1945—In the final year of the war, Elizabeth 
donned a uniform herself, joining the  
Auxiliary Territorial Service - the ATS. She 
spent three weeks with a carefully  
chosen group of other recruits, learning 
basic motor mechanics and how to drive a 
lorry. 

1953—Her Coronation in June 1953 was 
televised and millions gathered around TV 
sets, many of them for the first time, to 
watch as Queen Elizabeth II made her oath. 

1977—The Queen marked 25 years on the throne with a busy UK tour - 
visiting 36 counties over 10 weeks, as well as travelling 56,000 miles around 
the world in celebration. 

2022—Viewing a display of memorabilia from her 
Golden and Platinum Jubilees. 

'I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long 
or short shall be devoted to your service.'  - On her twenty-first 
birthday, in a speech broadcast on the radio from Cape Town, 
The Queen (then Princess Elizabeth) dedicated her life to the 
service of the Commonwealth.  

The Queen has ruled for longer than any other Monarch in 
British history, becoming a much loved and respected figure 
across the globe. Her extraordinary reign has seen her travel 
more widely than any other monarch, undertaking many  
historic overseas visits. Known for her sense of duty and her 
devotion to a life of service, she has been an important  
figurehead for the UK and the Commonwealth during times of 
enormous social change. Here at NHESC we are proud to  
celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, you can see many of 
our own celebration pictures on the following page.  





KEY INFORMATION 

8:30-

8:45am   

Breakfast  

Available 

Daily 

Briar Patch: 01462487207                                              
Bancroft: 01462419020   

admin@northhertsesc.herts.sch.uk 

SUMMER EXAMS  

 
Start of exams – 16th May 2022 
Finish of exams – 21st June 2022 

 
Please do not book any holidays during 

this period 

2022 STUDENT SUMMER TERM KEY DATES 

Date Details 

Monday 6th June Summer Second Half Term Begins 

Monday 20th June Inset day 

Friday 24th June  Year 11 Leavers Presentation 

Tuesday 19th July Last Day of Summer Term 

  

Our Team  

Executive Head: Mr Nearney 

Head of Centre: Mrs Hughes   

Assistant Head – Bancroft, Hitchin: Ms Robinson 

Assistant Head, Centre Business Manager: Mrs Pieterse 

Associate SLT, Head of Maths: Mr Thompson 

Subject Teachers: Mr Anson, Miss Emery, Miss Charalambou, Mr Clark, Miss Oliver 

Pastoral Lead: Mrs Star 

Secondary Outreach:  Mrs Burkhart & Mrs Clarke 

Classroom Support: Mrs Salmon, Mrs Croft, Mr Oakes, Mrs Nicholson, Mrs La Francesca, Mrs Allen, 
Mrs Bryder-Freedman, Mr Nye 

Admin Team: Mrs Carroll, Miss Saunders, Mrs Brown, Mrs Sterry 

Primary Outreach Support: Mr Hansford, Mrs McFayden, Miss Ames, Miss Jackson, Miss  
Romain, Mrs Brathwaite, Mrs Hussain, Miss Archer, Mrs Goddard, Miss Potter 


