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 It has been a busy start to the half term with new students joining at 

KS3 and KS4.We have had visitors to the Centre including a Cupcake 

baker for KS3 , Boxing Saves Lives, The Fire Service, ELSA on  

radicalisation and Get Work Ready Days  

On Friday 14th October, staff and students have donated to support disadvantaged young women into 

education by holding a 'Big Brekkie' for everyone in the Centre. Photos and updates to follow. 

We would like to officially welcome Tom Tansey to our team at NHESC. Tom is a mentor working with some of our 

students to re-engage and support them to access education. He comes with a wealth of experience and works on 

a Tuesday at both sites. 

A Coffee Drop- In Afternoon is being arranged by Ms Emery and Ms Star on November 10th at 2.30pm to share 

information and signpost support for families on ADHD, ASD etc. More information to follow on that.  
Our half term KS3 Awards Assembly was held on Friday afternoon, with Donnie Rigaut selected for the  
Headteachers Award for improved behaviour, attitude and attendance. 
 

Well done, Donnie!  
 

We wish everyone a good half term break and look forward to seeing you back on Monday 31st October at 

8.45am.   

Mrs Hughes 

A Message From The Head 

KS4 CATERING 
 

The Catering students at Bancroft have recently been focusing on one of the UK’s popular  

commodities – rice. They have prepared a range of rice dishes with increasing complexity using  

different varieties of rice; long grain, basmati, Arborio and sushi. The dishes produced were of  

excellent quality and their presentation skills are really progressing well.  

             Jack’s Jungle Curry                                      Lily’s Jambalaya              Jahziah’s sushi 

Kole’s Butternut squash risotto with fried sage        Che’s Arancini balls 



 

DRUGSLINE VISIT  
 

This half term Steven Mervish from Drugsline and Steven James a 

school outreach worker visited us at Bancroft to do a presentation 

about drugs and their effects. Steven Mervish talked through a wide 

range of drugs, alternative street names and their effects. Steven 

James talked frankly to staff and students about his experiences of 

being a former addict. Steven had a very promising future lined up to 

compete in equestrian events at the Olympics, unfortunately his 

growing addiction to drugs and the associated consequences led to 

Steven being banned from competing. His life went rapidly downhill 

and Steven became homeless, going to extremes in order to fund his 

drug habit. Steven developed HIV and was 

close to death. With support, over the years he 

has managed to turn his life around and work 

on his addictions. His presentation was hard 

hitting and very moving. We thank Steven for 

his openness and willingness to share his story. 

KS3 – OUTDOOR  

EDUCATION 
 
Donnie: Yeah it was sweet  

because its active and we were 

moving and planting things, 

me and Logan tried fixing the 

fence. 

Robert: I laid the slabs for the 

greenhouse and it was  

physical work. I enjoyed it. 

Anya: It was fun I really liked 

gardening I liked the weeding 

part! 

HORSE RIDING KS3 
Students at KS3 continue to enjoy the RDA horse-riding  

sessions on a Thursday held at Chesfield Equestrian Centre 

Manor Farm Stables. 

They are all progressing well, learning to walk, trot and ride 

the horses without a leader, thereby controlling the horses 

themselves. 

Students are also learning about the equipment needed to ride, how to adjust this 

equipment and to replace this equipment after riding. 

An email sent to NHESC on 10.6.22 from Joan, the leader of the sessions stated: 

“Please say thank you to the children for today. They were all fantastic and really up 

for the challenge. It is always great to see you all.” 

 



 
NATIONAL POETRY DAY 2022 

THURSDAY THE 6TH OF OCTOBER 
 
Students on both sites were involved in writing some poetry for ‘National Poetry Day’ on the theme of 

‘The Environment’. They attended an assembly conducted by Mr Anson. Then in English lessons, they 

had the opportunity to express their opinions, on a variety of issues, through verse.  We are very pleased 

with the original responses that they created! 

One Day 
One day all of this will be over. 

The war to end all wars will be won. 

Guns will rust. 

Grass will grow and there will be noth-

ing left of any of this. 

The land will heal as everything does in 

the end. 

Robert C (KS3) 

Pooh’s Perspective 
Our planet is dying and that’s really fun 

No-one believes it, although it’s begun 

Lots of plastic is in our seas 

Animals are dying, even the bees 

Now strange humans cutting down our trees 

100 Acre Wood now down to One  

Now going out isn’t much fun 

Eeyore isn’t the only one worrying now 

It’s me, Piglet and the rest of the town 

All of our laughter has started to die down 

What the hell is happening to us 

Why didn’t we cause more of a fuss? 

Anya S (KS3) 

The Life of a Bee 
When a bee is born, it’s born to fly 

If there’s no food about it may sit and cry 

If you make a bee angry it will probably sting you 

But that’s what bees were made to do! 

 

When a bee stings you its usually for a reason 

This normally happens in the summer season 

A bee never knows when it’s going to die 

Just like humans, I’ve never known why… 

 

Bees are important to worldwide nations 

I thank God everyday for his amazing creations 

If we didn’t have bees, we probably wouldn’t survive 

The moral of this story?  

They’re the ones that save our lives.                         

Ella M-R (KS4) 



KS3 had a cup cake workshop with 
Jacey of ‘The Flower Cup Company’ 

and had great fun trying to make lots 
of different flower designs on their 

cupcakes. 



On Friday 14th October, staff and  

students got together to enjoy a 

‘Brilliant Breakfast’ together.  

Everyone enjoyed tucking in to a full 

English Breakfast across both sites. The Brilliant 

Breakfast is an annual, nationwide event 

organised by The Princes Trust. Staff 

made donations for their breakfasts and 

the funds raised will go towards helping 

The Princes Trust support disadvantaged 

young women to change their lives for 

the better, through education or  

meaningful employment. Disadvantaged 

young women starting their working 

lives today have faced disruption to 

their employment and education, as 

well as social isolation from family and friends. For many who 

were already vulnerable before the pandemic – whether facing 

long-term unemployment, mental health issues, challenges at 

home or difficulties at school, or even homelessness – they can 

see no way out. Together, we can bring hope and opportunity to 

those who have lost confidence in their future. At the time of 

writing we had raised £50, with more funds expected to be on the 

way. £50 could ensure one young woman can travel to work in 

the month before her first pay cheque. 

BRILLIANT BREAKFAST 

PSHE AUTUMN TERM 
PSHE for both Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 have had an exciting start to the year with an assortment of 

classroom based lessons and outside speakers coming to the centre to talk about a variety of subjects, 

around Living In the Wider World element of the programme. KS3 have taken part in Knives Down, 

Gloves Up an interactive session using boxing techniques to defend ourselves which followed on from 

our work around gangs, knife crime and county lines. KS4 have worked closely with the Herts Fire  

Services to participate in some fun teambuilding sessions including running the hoses and testing the 

equipment. ELSA have also presented assemblies and discussions around Radicalisation, Extremism and 

a Drugsline workshop. All of our students have reviewed the PSHE sessions and said that their learning 

of these important topics have been 

bought to life this term so far.   



KS3 PE SPORT AND WELL BEING   
 

The KS3 students have made an  

outstanding start to PE Sport and Well 

Being this academic year. The student’s 

behaviour has been outstanding and 

effort levels have been high in every  

lessons. Here are the students working 

hard in their Health Related Fitness  

lessons.     

 

KS4 PE   
The KS4 students have made a very good start to 

this academic year. The student’s behaviour has 

been exemplary and effort levels have been high 

in lessons. To the left are the students working 

hard in their ODP lessons this term.    

KS4 CNAT SPORT  
The year 11 students have made a productive start to the 

CNAT Sports Studies Course this 

academic year. They are working 

on Unit Ro51 Contemporary Issues 

in Sport in preparation for their 

exam as well as working really hard 

on their practical Unit Ro52  

Developing Sports Skills. Here are 

the students in action.      

KS4 DUKE OF EDINBURGH    
We have successfully got 12 students at NHESC across 

Year 9, 10 and 11 working towards there DofE Bronze 

Award. The students have made a positive start to the 

Physical and New Skills sections of the 

course and will go onto do their  

volunteering in the Spring Term with our 

Year 11 students going out on Expedition 

in June 2023.                                                    

      



SEND  

INFORMATION—

PLEASE SEE-

ADDITIONAL FLYER  

KNIVES NOT LIVES 

Knife related crime remains lower 

in Hertfordshire than in other 

parts of the country, but the Lives 

Not Knives campaign aims to reinforce the  

message that carrying a knife is illegal and will 

not help to keep you safe. Jackie Murray and 

Andy Pope from the Hertfordshire Gangs and 

Schools Team visited both sites this half term to 

talk to all our students about the dangers of  

carrying knives. 

Jackie and Andy informed the students that  

carrying any bladed weapon is not only illegal 

but that if they do carry a knife, statistics show 

that they are much more likely to get stabbed 

with their own knife. Students learnt about the 

term ‘joint enterprise’ – what this means and 

the prison sentences it can carry. Students also 

learnt where to take a knife if they wanted to 

get rid of it (local police station). Thank you to 

Jackie and Andy for such an informative session, 

we look forward to you visiting us again. 

ASSEMBLIES 

 

This term has seen the introduction of 

weekly assemblies at both sites. 

Topics this half term have included: 

 Queen Elizabeth 

 Our School’s values 

 National Poetry Day 

 Mental Health Week 

 Careers – ‘First jobs’ 

 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

KS4 students at NHESC have done us proud this 

first half term with their Work Experience  

Placements. Students at KS4, as part of their 

timetable, spend a few hours each Wednesday 

on a Work Experience placement. We have  

students working in a dog day care Centre in 

Letchworth, what could be a better job than 

playing with puppies all day! We have a student 

working at Alexandra Auto Repairs in Hitchin, 

learning about mechanics. Bedford Rd Preschool 

is where another of our Y11s works on a 

Wednesday, reading and helping toddlers to 

learn through play. 

 

 



KS3 CELEBRATIONS AUTUMN FIRST HALF TERM 

In the Autumn First Half term, we have 
seen the following students  
receive certificates: 

 

 Anya— English, RE, Social Development,  

 Donnie— Head Teachers Award, Food  
technology, Horse Riding, PE, PSHE,  

 Jamie— (ReStart) English, Maths, PE, DT and 
Food Technology 

 Logan– Art 

 Robert— 90% Attendance, DT, Maths, Princes 
Trust, Science, History, Projects,  

 Tyler— 100% Attendance,  Geography,  ICT 
 

Autumn 1st Half 
Term KS3 Raffle 
Ticket Winner :  

 
Robert 

The KS3 students at Briar Patch, not 

only improved their practical skills 

but also helped the environment by 

up-cycling some left over pieces of 

timber and using them to restore a 

rather rotten old picnic bench. The 

students all participated with various 

tasks ranging from cutting the  

timber to using hand tools to  

assemble the bench. They finally 

completed the task last week by  

ensuring the bench was protected 

for the winter by painting it to a 

great standard. 

KS3 DESIGN & 

TECHNOLOGY 



KEY INFORMATION Breakfast  

Available 

Daily 

8:30-8:45am   

Briar Patch: 01462487207                                              
Bancroft: 01462419020   

admin@northhertsesc.herts.sch.uk 

MOCK EXAMS  
Monday 5th December—Thursday 

8th December  
 

Please do not book any holidays during 
this period 

2022 STUDENT AUTUMN TERM KEY DATES 

Date Details 

Monday 24th-Friday 28th October  Half Term 

Monday 5th-Thursday 8th December Mock Exams 

Friday 9th December Occasional Day—Centre Closed 

Monday 19th December KS3 Christmas Dinner 

Tuesday 20th December KS4 Christmas Dinner 

Wednesday 21st December KS3 & KS4 End of Term Celebrations 

Thursday 22nd December-Wednesday 

4th January 

Christmas Holidays 

Thursday 5th January Spring Term Starts—Students Back to 

School—Parent Termly Induction Meetings 

 

CREATE THE MOST AMAZING CHRISTMAS CARD AND WIN 
A PRIZE! 

THE WINNING CARD WILL BE USED BY NHESC. 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION: FRIDAY 11TH NOVEMBER 2022 

WINNER ANNOUNCED: FRIDAY 25TH NOVEMBER 2022 

RETURN YOUR ENTRIES TO MISS.CHARALAMBOU 

YOUR DESIGN WILL NEED TO BE REPRODUCABLE SO THINK ABOUT THE 
MATERIALS YOU USE. 3D OBJECTS LIKE BUTTONS, ETC WILL NOT BE SUITABLE. 


