
Social and Cultural Passports at NHESC 

It is widely accepted that a person’s level of cultural capital is a key indicator of how well they can 

succeed academically and engage successfully in wider society.  

Cultural capital is intrinsically linked to economic and social capital (who you know and what contacts 

you have). Students that have access to economic and social capital often have greater access to 

cultural capital and as such cultural capital is often linked to social class and reinforces inequality 

within society. 

At NHESC we aim to reduce inequalities and improve our students’ cultural capital. Some of our 

students have very little cultural and social input from elsewhere and therefore often miss 

opportunities others are able to access and make decisions that are less informed than they could 

be.  Exposing our students not only to culture but also to situations in which they might not have 

previous experiences is of paramount importance to their ongoing successes and enables students to 

function as well-informed individuals well after they leave school.  

As part of their Baseline Assessments on entry, students complete an audit of their cultural 

experiences. Staff are then able to take a targeted approach to ensure students can experience a 

wide range of opportunities during their time at NHESC. Their progress is monitored and discussed 

with staff. 

 

Passport Activities for Social and Cultural Capital (these activities are reviewed regularly) 

KS3 KS4 

Seen a show at the theatre 
 

Seen a show at the theatre 
 

Been part of a group that presents an Assembly 
 

Been part of a group that presents an Assembly 
 

Watched a live sporting event or visited a sports 
stadium 

Watched a live sporting event or visited a sports 
stadium 
 

Indulged in a book from beginning to end 
 

Indulged in a book from beginning to end 
 

Taken part in some community / voluntary work 
 

Visited a University 
 

Fundraised for a charity 
 

Spent time visiting a College 
 

Engage with a range of employers or take part 
in work shadowing / work experience 
 

Taken part in some community / voluntary work 
 

Joined a library and taken out a book to enjoy Fundraised for a charity 
 

Explored a city in the UK 
 

Engaged in some Work Experience 

Spent time at the beach Joined a library and taken out a book to enjoy 



  

Spent time visiting a religious place of worship 
 

Explored a city in the UK 
 

Cooked and eaten some cuisine from another 
culture 

Spent time at the beach 
 

Opened your own bank account 
 

Spent time visiting a religious place of worship 
 

Participated in an Environmental themed project Cooked and eaten some cuisine from another 
culture 
 

 Opened your own bank account 
 

 Participated in an Environmental themed project 
 

 
Student engagement with our cultural opportunities is recognised through the awarding of the 
following certificates during our celebration assemblies: 
 

  KS3 KS4 

Bronze 1 – 4 experiences 1 – 5 experiences 

Silver 5 – 8 experiences 6 – 10 experiences 

Gold 9-13 experiences 11-15 experiences 

Platinum All 14 experiences All 16 experiences 
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